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TORONTO HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION               www.torontoohioalumni.com                      FALL 2018  

  SEARCHING!!       SEARCHING!!  SEARCHING!! 

SEARCHING!!!  SEARCHING!!! 

      SEARCHING!!!!  

ALL SCHOOL REUNION 2019 CHAIRPERSON NEEDED 

  Your Alumni Association is searching for a chairperson or 

group, to organize the All School Reunion in 2019.  Due to  

unforeseen circumstances those who had accepted the chal-

lenge find they can no longer fulfill the commitment.  It is not 

a start from scratch project as the alumni office has infor-

mation from all the other reunions on file and someone will 

sit down with a committee.   Activities can be scaled back or 

added to, but time is getting short, as information on a reun-

ion needs to be available by our winter newsletter deadline 

(mid November).   Please contact the alumni office by phone                 

(740-537-9114) or email (torontohsaa@sbcglobal.net) if you can take over the planning and 

coordinating of this event, which is enjoyed by hundreds of alumni.  Step Up Alumni! 

 

Alumni Scholarships Awarded  

Where are our graduating seniors attending school?   The answer is everywhere from local colleges such as EGCC, trade schools, 

state and private colleges and universities and, since this is a tri-state area, some are heading to Pennsylvania and West Virginia. 

Twenty-three scholarships were awarded  to the 2018 class of seventy graduates.  Christine Cattrell Hargrave ’65, head of the 

THSAA Foundation Committee, presented the awards this past May at the Awards Assembly.  

These scholarships are made possible through donations  from our many alumni and friends.  Eleven of the scholarships were creat-

ed by individuals, businesses, families or estates who secured the name rights for the scholarship with $10,000 or more in donations.  

We are ever so thankful to all of you who give to the foundation, no matter how small or how large the donation.  Together we can 

make a difference in the lives of future generations.   

Now in our twenty-ninth year, the alumni association has awarded 462 scholarships totaling $321,400 plus the Karaffa Award and 

Foundation Non-Teacher Award.   

Named Scholarships with Special Criteria Recipients 

Dr. Verne D. McConnell ’54 Award – Jenna Leasure, daughter of Derrick Leasure and Matthew and Brandi Radvansky.  Scholar-

ship donated by Jane Walker McConnell ’54 in memory of her husband. 
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 FALLEN KNIGHTS 

Robert Scheel ‘56, Richmond, OH, 
passed away March 26, 2018.  He was 
retired from Weirton Steel Corp., where 
he worked in the tin mill.  Bob was a 
veteran of the U. S. Army having served 
in the Korean War. 

Dale G. Blankenship, Toronto, OH, 
passed away on April 28, 2018.  He was a 
U. S. Marine Corps veteran of the       
Vietnam War Era. 

Susan Buckham ‘69, Toronto, OH, 
passed away May 15, 2018.  Sue was a 
retired fifth grade teacher from the     
former S.C.  Dennis School with thirty-
three years of service.  During her teach-
ing career at Toronto, she coached track 
and field and was the cheerleader advisor 
for twenty- one years.  Sue was retired 
from the City of Toronto Recreation   
Department with over forty years of   
service at the Toronto Pool; serving as a 
lifeguard in her early years and retiring as 
the pool manager. 

John “Racker” Rosenberger ‘64,     
Toronto, OH, passed away on May 20, 
2018.  He was retired from the Toronto 
Sanitation Department. 

Ralph T. Noonan ‘59, Freeport, OH, 
passed away May 27, 2018. He was re-
tired from the Plumbers and Pipefitters 
Local #495 Cambridge, OH, where he 
served as general foreman and superin-
tendent.  Ralph was a veteran of the U. S. 
Army stationed in Alaska.  He served 
during the Vietnam War Era. 

Brian Straka ‘76, Wintersville, OH, 
passed away May 28, 2018.  He was an 
independent, long-haul truck driver.   
Brian was a longtime member of ABATE 
of Ohio and dedicated a lot of his time to 
the construction of the motorcyclist    
memorial in Hopedale, OH. 

Virginia Karen Barnhart Brennan ‘62, 
Toronto, OH, passed away May 30, 2018.  
She had been employed as a security 
guard at First Energy Sammis Plant and 
as a home health aide for Heritage Home 
Health. 

Patricia  Mulrooney Varga ‘54, Akron, 
OH, passed away June 1, 2018.  She was 
a graduate of Ohio University with a BA 
degree in Education. 

Roger L. Davis ‘67, Toronto, OH, 
passed away June 3, 2018.  He was    
retired from Weirton Steel Corp. and had 
formerly been employed as a  security 
guard at the Mountaineer Resort, Race-
track and Casino in West Virginia. 

Pamela Willis Fitts ‘74, Steubenville, 
OH, passed away June 6, 2018. 

Philip J. Swick ‘69, Toronto, OH, passed 
away June 24, 2018.  Phil was retired 
from Weirton Steel Corp., where he 
worked as a millwright.  He was a volun-
teer fireman for the Toronto Fire Depart-
ment for over twenty years. 

Thurl R. Skinner ‘54, Riverside, CA, 
passed away June 24, 2018. 

Lynette Firm Wilkins ‘63, Cumbria, 
England, passed away June 29, 2018.  She 
was getting ready for her job at the Salva-
tion Army in Longtown when she felt 
tired, laid down and peacefully slipped 
away. 

Matthew J. Montgomery ‘77, Toronto, 
OH, passed away June 30, 2018.  Matt 
was a writer and a 1982 graduate of   
Bethany College. 

Dan Swickard ‘68, Newark, OH, passed 
away June 27, 2018.  He taught at the  
Jefferson County Board of DD and in the 
Edison School District.  Dan was the   
Superintendent of the Harrison County 
Board of DD.  During this time, he was 
vital in establishing the Special Olympics 
in the Steubenville area.  In  1994, he be-
came the founding partner of Consumer 
Support Services, which provides support 
and services to individuals with disabili-
ties throughout the State of Ohio. 

Rosa Lee Grande Steedman ‘59, Blythe-
wood, SC, passed away July 4, 2018. 

James R. McClain ‘51, Toronto, OH, 
passed away July 4, 2018.  He retired 
from TIMET as a metallographer.  Jim 
was President of the United Steel Workers 
Union.  He was a veteran of the U. S.  
Navy, serving in the Korean War.  Jim 
was an avid hunter and fisherman and well 
known throughout the area as a taxider-
mist. 

Craig A. Martaus ‘09, Toronto, OH, 
passed away July 8, 2018 as a result of a 
motorcycle accident.  He was a  union 
member of  Teamsters Local #92 Canton, 
OH, where he worked as a truck driver.  
Craig was also a  volunteer fireman for the 
Toronto Fire Department. 

Erlene Gooch Mozingo ‘53, Toronto, 
OH, passed away July 11, 2018.  She was 
a loving, devoted mother, wife and grand-
mother. 

Gethal “Bonnie” Bilkowski Reed ‘55, 
Toronto, OH, passed away July 22, 2018.  
She retired from First Data of Toronto.  
Bonnie was a member of the New Hope 
Baptist Church of Weirton, WV. 

James “Jimmy” Engel ‘99, Toronto, OH, 
passed away July 28, 2018. 

 

James T. Coffey ‘54, Toronto, OH, 
passed away July 11, 2018.  Jim  retired 
from Shell Lubricants (Quaker State) 
after thirty-three years of service. He 
served six years in the Army National 
Guard.  In 1959, Jim joined the Toronto 
Lions Club and  remained a member for 
nearly fifty-nine years.  He served in 
most offices of Lionism at the local club, 
district and state level.  He served as In-
ternational Director from 1980-1982 and 
in 1990 he was elected Third Vice Presi-
dent of Lions International.   After serv-
ing three years as a VP, he was elected 
President for the 1993-1994 term.  Dur-
ing his years as an officer from 1990-
1995, Jim and his wife, Betty Vosvick 
Coffey ‘54, traveled to 110 countries.  
His family lived on the Wallace Farm 
and in 1957 development of a residential 
subdivision became a reality.  Jim served 
as the managing partner of Coffey Enter-
prises.  He was a Life Member and Dis-
tinguished Alumni of THSAA. 

 

 

 

 

 -  -  -  -  -  -  -   -  -  -  

Notes from Alumni   

  From  Dr. David Pillar ‘97. 

  Sue Buckham was a tremendous teacher 
that engaged students in Science by piqu-
ing their interest in nature and beyond. 

She was a dedicated coach who made 
sure every Senior got a homemade scrap-
book back when articles couldn’t just be 
printed from the internet. 

She was an institution at the pool where I 
got to work for her, doing the mainte-
nance and as a lifeguard. 

And she was my dear friend.  We’ve 
traded Christmas cards and notes for 
twenty years. 

I’m so sad thinking of trips home and not 
stopping by the pool to see her. 

She was a true Toronto Gem and will be 
missed by so many. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

From Karen Straka Bart ‘79 

The San Francisco Giants signed Georgia 
Tech catcher, Joey Bart, a number two 
overall pick in the 2018 MLB draft.  He 
was the 2018 ACC offensive and defen-
sive player of the year.  Bart was also 
awarded the prestigious “Johnny Bench” 
award.  Joey is the son of Karen Straka 
Bart ‘79 of Buford, GA. 
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Celebrating Seventy Years 

 The classes of 1948, 1949, 1950 

and 1951 were once again reunited 

as they had been seventy years ago.  

Instead of having to find a seat in 

the THS cafeteria, they visited in 

style at Margaret’s Café on July 6, 

2018.  They shared some fun facts 

and trivia with us from 1948.  A 

loaf of bread was 14 cents, a 2 

pound bag of coffee was 85 cents, 

the average cost of a new car was 

$1,250 and a gallon of gas was 26 

cents.   They watched such greats 

as Bing Crosby, Betty Grable,    

Abbott and Costello, Gary Cooper, 

Bob Hope, Humphrey Bogart, 

Clark Gable and Ingrid Bergman 

perform at the movies.  No color 

television, no cell phones, no video 

games—how did they survive?  What did they do for fun?   Ask one of them and you will hear of things such as roller 

skating, sled riding, bike riding, board games and reading.  There wasn’t a lot of extra time because chores had to be 

done first. 

Celebrating Fifty Years 

First  row LtoR;  Marilyn McClelland Ray, Alan Fidak, Mark Bodnar, Marcie Conklin Weissner, Ruth Cope Sutherin, Mary Chesney Parker,     

Debbie Mulholland Johns, Rosemary Pietrzak Casey, Judy Morrow Morgan, Caroline Kestner Savastone, Susan Clegg Conaway, Peggy 

McConnell, Mary Margaret Flanagan Dinch, Mary Ann Hunter Larkins.  Second row:  Shar Wilson Bernhart, John Williamson, Howard Haught, 

Juanita McCoy Barrett, Lynn Mayhew Cadman, Nancy Manning Robinson, Paula Tenney Swickard, Kim Manning O’Brien, Kathy Kuhn, Paulette 

Hudok Petrisko, Richard O’Brien, Debbie Meyer Wells, Judy Hudok Richards and Margaret Vantilburg Knight.  Third row:  Todd Firm, Janis  

Dormer Allan, Delores Dukes Barone, Cathy McGrath Samuel, Jo Lynn  Lowery Fisher, Gene Morrow, Patty McFall Lamantia, Judi Powell    

Johnson, Karen Donofrio, Lynn Graubner Miller, Mary Margaret Ternasky, Terry Steele Miller and Gary Miller.  Fourth row:  Jim Brannon, Mike 

Zdinak, Pete Rebich, Jim Stone, Bob Price, Mike Lucas, Faye Argentine, Bill Fisher, Fred Stratka, Fred Stillwell, and Bruce Barcus. 

Oh, What a Knight!  The class of 1968 Re-U-Knighted for their fiftieth class reunion on July 14, 2018 at the Red Knight 

Hall in Toronto.  Over fifty classmates attended to share their stories and memories.   

Seated L to R:  Margaret Elson Sabados ‘51, Paula McFerran Johns ‘49, Agnes Demko ‘48 and 

Helen Zdinak Scalley ‘48.  Standing:  John Sabados ‘47, Earl Tarr ‘51, Anne Cable  Graham ’48       

and Emily Sherwood Sestito ‘48. 
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Named Scholarships with Special Critria Recipients  continued 

 Dr. Jane Shaffer ’37 Award – Megan  Anderson, daughter of Gregory and Dawn Anderson.  Scholarship donated by Trinity 

Health Systems to honor the services of Dr. Shaffer. 

THS Alumni Foundation Award (4 yr. award) – Nathan Keenan, son of James and Jeanine Keenan.  Scholarship donated by the 

Alumni Foundation in recognition of all the alumni of Toronto. 

Bill ’41 and Betty Davis Award – Anna Marie-Claire Holloway, daughter of Daniel and Darcy Holloway.  Scholarship donated by 

estate of Bill and Betty Davis. 

Jason Motto Memorial Award – Jake Keenan, son of Patrick and Heather Keenan.  Scholarship created by friends and family in 

memory of Jason Motto. 

Cliff & Hazel Walker ‘33/32 Civic Duty Award – Demi Holloway, daughter of Daniel and Darcy Holloway.  Scholarship donated 

by Jane Walker McConnell ’54 in memory of her parents. 

Robert Hughes Award (4 yr. award) – Gillian Barach, daughter of William and Leslie Barach.  Scholarship donated by estate of 

Robert Hughes, long time teacher and dean at Toronto High School. 

Titan Player Award – Nolan J. Clegg, son of Aaron and Korey Clegg.  Scholarship created by the Titan Football Organization to 

recognize those students who were once part of the organization. 

Titan Cheerleader Award – Samantha Swearingen, daughter of Joe Swearingen and Lisa Billingsley.  Scholarship created by the 

Titan Football Organization to recognize those students who were once a part of the organization. 

Ed ’58 and Marilyn Gray Award – Gina Fogle, daughter of Jason and Jodie Fogle.  Scholarship created by Kelly Gray Owen ‘84 

in memory of her parents. 

Richard and Betty Wirth Hughes ’47 Award – Allison McCoy, daughter of George and Melissa McCoy.  Scholarship created by 

Richard & Betty Wirth Hughes ’47. 

Kruise Family Memorial Award – Bailey Crain, daughter of William Crain and Tammy Slivka.  Scholarship donated by the     

children of  Ralph ‘37 & Janet Kruise in memory of their parents. 

Carolyn Argentine Byers ’53 Award – Sydney Taggart, daughter of Brian Taggart and Dee Rawson.  Scholarship donated by 

Dolores Argentine Graceffa ‘50 in memory of her sister. 

Scholar Awards Recipients 

Autumn Allison, daughter of Kevin Allison and Eileen Allison. 

Mahala Baker, daughter of Michael and Anita Baker 

Grace Barach – granddaughter of Mike and Linda Barach 

Emily Best – daughter of Rhonda Best 

 

     Paige Durbin - daughter of Branden Ferrero and Dawn Miller 

     Joshua Hlivko – son of Rick and Lisa Hlivko 

     Anna Rohal – daughter of Kevin and Ekaterina Rohal 

     Breanna Schooley – daughter of Lee Ann Schiffman 

     Connor Suffoletta – son of Robert and Tammie Suffoletta 

Foundation Non-Teaching Service Award 

Cindy Hritz was honored as the first recipient of the THSAA Foundation Non-Teaching Service 

Award at the May Awards Assembly.  Cindy has served as secretary to the high school principal 

for the past thirty-three years and will retire on July 31, 2018.  Whenever  students needed some-

thing, they looked to Cindy first for answers.  Not only students, but all of us; teachers, parents, 

alumni, school board members and yes, even KnighTimes editors, sought out Cindy to get just what 

we needed.  Sometimes with phones ringing, students and others standing there, she would just take 

you on one at a time in her calm and friendly manner. 

The Foundation has created this award to honor all those non-teaching personnel who assist with 

our children’s education that goes beyond a direct teaching assignment.  These individuals have a 

powerful influence in their day to day interaction with the students,  yet sadly have not been public-

ly recognized.  While the award was unanimously awarded to Cindy this year, everyone will have 

the opportunity to nominate a deserving non-teaching employee each coming year.  Look for more 

information on nominations in our Winter KnighTimes.   
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Re-U-Knight 2019              Distinguished Alumni Application 

Are you ready to Re-U-Knight with all your classmates and friends from Toronto High School?   We are seeking nominations for the 

“Distinguished Alumni Award” (living or deceased).  Use this form or attach a separate sheet of paper, but include all the fields.  Must be 

postmarked by April 30, 2019.  Mail to:  THSAA, P.O. Box 273, Toronto, OH 43964. 

Nominee:__________________________________________________________________ 

Field of Distinction:___________________________ _________Current Position:_____________________________                      

What outstanding contribution/work/service has the nominee performed? 

When or over what time period, did the nominee’s outstanding accomplishment of service occur? 

Has the nominee been recognized for this outstanding work?           When?          How? 

How has the nominee had a profound and positive international, national or regional impact in his/her chosen field of endeavor? 

In what activities is nominee involved now? 

Any other information: 

Nominator:______________________________________________Phone/Email_____________________________  

Home Address:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Former Distinguished Alumni Recipients:  Edna Tarr Beck ‘25, Brigadier General (ret) Donald L. Humphrey ‘47, Joseph T. Karaffa ‘42,Dr. 

Frances Jane Shaffer-Hartwell ‘37, Robert Urich ‘64,  Robert Wise ‘32, Andrew J. Blaner ‘39, James T. Coffey, ‘54, Dr. D. Verne McConnell 

‘50, Jane Walker McConnell ‘54, Donald Metzger ‘51, Don Sutherin ‘54, Gladys Waggoner ‘27, Clarke Hinkle ‘27, Michael Blischak ‘42, Don-

ald W. Clarke ‘60, Dale Holtzmann ‘38, Sister Mary Lucia Karaffa ‘28, Nancy R. Connolly Rini ‘69, Frederick Dohrman Tarr Jr. ‘25, Jim 

Willoughby ‘46, Robert W. Wilson ‘54, Tom Urich ‘52, Carolyn Motter Walker ‘64, George V. Cattrell ‘41, Helen Ann Sabol Vogt ‘53, Dr. John 

W. Metcalf Jr. 47, Dr. Thomas “Bo”   Graham ’73, Larry Anderson ’60, Jennifer Dougherty  Arunyon ’65, Nicholas T. Harvilak ’34, Terry Starr 

’50, Dr. Richard “Dick” Symons ’67,  Sam Wellington  ‘57, Dr. George Button ‘52, Dr. Robert Button ‘55, Gary Fisher ‘66, Judith Gobble ‘71, 

John Howard ‘55, Dr. Chris Hughes ‘78, James Metcalf ‘76, Don Redmond ‘63, Dr. Robert Rohal ‘56 and Colonel Mitchell D. Stratton ‘84 

  Happy Birthday Martha! 

Martha Young McCart ‘36 celebrated her 100th birthday on 

July 22, 2018 and just like the energizer bunny, Martha just 

keeps on going.  Martha, a graduate of THS class of 1936 

married her high school sweetheart, John McCart ‘33.  The 

couple have four children.  A family dinner and party was 

held at the home of her daughter, with the large 

extended family traveling in from  as far away 

as Wisconsin and South Carolina for this special 

occasion.  To send Martha a card, address to 920 

Biltmore Ave., Toronto, OH 43964. 

Newsletter Deadlines  

To assist assembling and printing the KnighTimes in a timely manner for our members, the Board of Trustees  has 

set a deadline for articles to be submitted.  This applies to classes wanting  information relating to their class      

reunions and also pictures published after the event.  You can always email notices and pictures to the alumni    

office: torontohsaa@sbcglobal.net. 

Fall Newsletter—Deadline August 7th;  Winter Newsletter—Deadline November 16th;  Spring Newsletter—

Deadline May 4th. 
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A  monetary donation to the Alumni Association, in memory of a classmate, friend or classmate’s family member, is a gift that continues giving 

through scholarships to graduates each year.   Acknowledgements are sent to the families with current addresses on file. 

MEMORIAM 

Susan Buckham ‘69 

Sarah Hughes Trembanis ‘95 
Rosemary Tarulli Rebres ‘58 
David Pillar ‘97 
A.J. Forte 
Bob/Janice Blaner Anderson ‘66/67 
Robb Anderson ‘88 
Tim Anderson ‘92 

Tom Anderson ‘92 
Andy Anderson ‘95 
Chuck/Carol Wasyk Rogers ‘53 
Ohio Beta Alpha 
Dick/Barb Harisimik Carter ‘52 
Lizie Popp Donnelly ‘93 & Bubba 
Betty Wanchic Stewart ‘63 
George Mosholder 
Jim/Pam Schaub Porter ‘58/62 

Sharon Patterson 
Rodger Clark‘60 
Carol Clark‘65 
 
Gary Allen ‘68 

Kenny Dale Bryan ‘68 
Peggy Keenan Byers ‘68 

Jeff Cattrell ‘68 

Jim Chambers ‘68 
Sally Keenan Chester ‘68 

Bill Churchman ‘68 

Karen Beatty Conlon ‘68 
Bill Cook ‘68 

Ed Hosey ‘68 

Thom Hunter ‘68 
Harry Dean Littlecott ‘68 

Nick Lukacena ‘68 
Jim McGrath ‘68 

Dave Miller ‘68 

John Moran III ‘68 
Terry Peckins ‘68 

Larry Smith ‘68 

Dan Smurda ‘68 
Kathy Grimm Street ‘68 

Mike Swaykus ‘68 

Dan Swickard ‘68 
Barb Jones Wooddell ‘68 

Class of ‘68 
 
Marilyn Starr Crawford ‘55 
John Wallach ‘57 
 
Shirley Gillis 
Nancy Silverthorn 
Gary Wilson ‘54 

Bill Rebres ‘53  

Phyllis Davis Leasure ‘40 
Susan Buckham ‘69 

Midge Woodside 
 
Michael Bodnar ‘43 

Mike Lucas ‘68 

Rita Krajovic Galeno ‘74 

Marcia Krajovic ‘67 
 
Marge Hannan Peterson ‘48 

Bob/Sandy Scott McClurg ‘64/67 
 
Ron McTheny ‘56 
Bob Scheel ‘56 

Don Kestner ‘56 
 
Vincent Carubia ‘64 
Jerome Carubia ‘64 
 
Bob Motter ‘60 
Jerry/Carolyn Motter Walker ‘64 
 
Mary Mudron Bauer 

Anna Mudron Burns ‘44 
Betty Mudron Pope ‘49 

Madge Mudron DeJulio ‘50 

Bob Mudron ‘53 
Helen Mudron Welday ‘56 

Margaret Mudron Kane ‘54 
 
Helen Leasure Anderson ‘48 

Charles Anderson ‘46 
 
Debbie Westlake Hagan ‘70 

Janice Tarulli McClain ‘70 
 
Phyllis Davis Leasure ‘40 

David Pellior ‘65 
 
Eleanor Straka Turick  
Wilma McKnight Walker ‘50 
Michael Walker ‘83 
 
Roberta Bailey Scoggins ‘70 

Gary Wilson ‘54 
Janet Wilson Clore ‘58 
 
Ryan G. Newbold ‘96 

Doug/Susette Shevelow Hannan ‘73 
 
Barbara Rutherford Moore ‘55 

Patricia Muldoon Varga ‘54 

Robert/Margie Milligan Neff ‘54 
 
Deceased Classmates of 1965 
David Pellior ‘65 
 
James T. Coffey ‘54 
Carl/Judy Hartwell Moreland ‘55/56 
Chuck/Carol Wasyk Rogers ‘53 

Robert/Margie Milligan Neff ‘54 
 
Erlene Gooch Mozingo ‘53 
Chuck/Carol Wasyk Rogers ‘53 

 
Eugene M. Lucas ‘55 
Frances Vanihel Lucas ‘68 
 

James “Jimmy” Engel ‘99 
Class of  1974 
 
Gethal Yvonne “Bonnie” Bilkowski 
Reed ‘55 
Jim/Pam Schaub Porter ‘58/62 
 
Ernie Troski ‘34 
Caryl Troski Bigadza ‘71 
 
Saundra Gaydos ‘63 
Irene Urich Bray ‘45 
 
Howard Deiderich ‘47 
George Deiderich ‘54 

Ron Smurda ‘57 
Harry/Donna Smurda Deiderich ‘56/53 
 
 

Scholarship 
Bill/Valerie Bradfield Baker ‘51 
Jim Lippert ‘50 
Frances Vanihel Lucas ‘68 
Harry/Donna Smurda Deiderich ‘56/53 
 

Operating 
John Wallach ‘57 
Don Kestner ‘56 
Cecilia Klocko Woicehovich ‘46 
Frances Vanihel Lucas ‘68 
Harry/Donna Smurda Deiderich ‘56/53 
 

Equipment 
Donna Falasca Doak ‘59 
Frances Vanihel Lucas ‘68 
Harry/Donna Smurda Deiderich ‘56/53 
 

Honor Of: 

Susan Buckham ‘69, Edward Buckham 
‘75 and Don McFall ‘71 by Melanie 
Wherry Owen ‘88. 

Thomas Pellior ‘38 honor and in 
memory of his 98th birthday May 22 by 
his son, David Pellior ‘65. 

Magdalene Zdinak Pellior ‘38 honor of 
her 96th birthday by her son, David   
Pellior ‘65. 

 

Life Members  (since 4-30-2018) 
Delores Dukes Barone ‘68 

Cathy Franke Ingram ‘74 

All information for the  Fall Newsletter was 
received prior to August 5, 2018.  Any 
deaths, donations, memorials, life members 
or news from alumni received after that date 
will be in the Winter 2018 Newsletter.  The 
listings of memorials, donations to scholar-
ships, etc. are in no particular order.   
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Letter to All Alumni from Chelsey M. Fletcher, Athletic Director/Teacher, Toronto Jr./Sr. High School          

It has been another exciting athletic year for the Red Knights.  Some of the highlights were: 

   The Golf team experienced great success with one golfer qualifying to compete in the District, and finish 8 th as a team in the sectional. They also 
finished 2nd in the EOAC.  

   The boys’ basketball team won the EOAC league title while qualifying for the OVAC Class 2A tournament and having back-to-back winning 
seasons.  

   The Competition Cheerleading squad won the Jefferson County Fair Title and another OVAC Class 2A title.  

   The wrestling team also won the EOAC league title while having two wrestlers advance to the District tournament. 

   The softball team won a back-to-back state sectional title while finishing runner-up in the OVAC Class 2A.  

   The baseball team won its 24th consecutive title, 3rd straight District title, the EOAC league title, advanced to the Regional semi-final and finished 
runner-up in the OVAC Class 2A. 

   Countless athletes earned individual honors and some athletes will continue their athletic careers at the college level.  

Our coaches and staff are putting in long hours in the off-season to build the programs and ensure our athletes are exposed to settings that will better 

prepare them for life after high school.  

We are blessed with coaches who diligently work to fundraise in an effort to off-set student costs, while paying for the necessary equipment and 

services needed to ensure our events run smoothly and safely. Each program is finding their niche to hold annual events ensuring our athletes are 

equipped properly and with attire that makes them feel proud to be a Red Knight. Our athletic department is also blessed with a community who 

continually gives back to our athletes, while our administration has diligently worked to update facilities, ensuring they are prime venues to host 

competitors and state competitions.  

We began the year with the Annual John Welday Steak Fry, with the contributions going toward the Lady Red Knights Hitting Facility.  The event 

contributed over $24,000 toward this building while the Mayor and Athletic Director co-wrote a grant to pay for the balance of the building.  This 

event has been in existence for 18 years and some of the projects they have contributed to have been:  

Purchasing numerous weights and machines 

100% funding the new weight room at the high school.  

Contributing to the baseball indoor hitting facility, wrestling and weight room at the Red Knight Sports Complex and to the  

      indoor softball hitting facility.  

Our facilities are nearly up-to-date, but our next major projects are to install turf on the baseball infield and light the softball field.  

This past spring presented a weather nightmare that justifies the need for a turf baseball field.  The annual  Steak Fry will contribute toward this 

goal; however, the $250,000 bill will require more than a few Steak Fry fund raisers. We are asking you, our alumni, to help in this venture.  Your 

name will be placed on a plaque as a contributor to this cause.  While the following levels have been set, we will gladly accept all contributions, 

small and large.  Please mail your contribution to:  Toronto High School Athletics, 1305 Dennis Way, Toronto, OH 43964.  

  

Bronze Sponsor: $1000                   Silver Sponsor:  $2500   Gold Sponsor:   $5000 

 

Our baseball program is extremely accomplished. Some highlights of the past 25 years: 

24 consecutive sectional titles   3 consecutive district titles   12 total district titles 

7 times state poll champs  3 times regional titles   8 OVAC Champs 

Over 20 regular season champs  Over 30 players advancing to college to play baseball 

Coach Brian Perkins:  

301 wins under Coach Brian Perkins 

4 times Coach of the Year State of OH Division IV 

Chosen to coach the Mizuno All-Star Game 5 times 

7 times Coach of the Year Eastern District 

3times Coach of the Year OVAC Class 2A 

Thank you in advance for your consideration and support.. Any questions can be directed to chelsey.fletcher@torontocityschools.com.  

      Chelsey Fletcher, Athletic Director                             (Article  edited for space). 

 

The Historical Society of Toronto is promoting the celebration of 200 years since the founding of New-
burgh in 1818.  From its early beginnings when it was laid out  by John DePuy; through the years follow-
ing the arrival of the railroad (Sloane’s Station), to its incorporation as Toronto in 1881, and the large 
growth to our present city.  We have designed and are selling this t-shirt to commemorate the occasion.  
The shirts come in small, medium, large and xlarge  ($15.00 each) and 2X ($17.00) plus $4.00 shipping.  
Supplies are limited.  Send your check to Historical Society of   Toronto, P.O. Box 163, Toronto, OH 
43964.  All proceeds benefit The Main Street Museum.    
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 ROBERT URICH Biography, soon to be released by BEAR MANOR MEDIA 
        By Author and Radio Personality Joe Martelle 
 
     There is little debate that Robert Urich was one of the best-loved and most popular actors of his generation. Yet 
precious little is known about the man who came from modest beginnings in the small Ohio town of Toronto to find 
fame in Hollywood.  
     Urich's friend, author and broadcaster, Joe Martelle, intersperses Bob's own words--- thanks to unprecedented and 
exclusive access to the actor's personal journal---with his own narrative. The author shares Bob's story in a warm 
way, often interspersed with the actor's own brand of wit and humor  which comes shining through. Urich's story is 
supportive by hours of interviews [over 100] with the late actor's wife, Heather Menzies Urich [who passed away in 
Dec. 2017],other  family members, friends, and co-workers. A strong point of  the actor's life are the insightful can-
did comments from those who knew him close-up and personal, before he became a major celebrity, Bob's high 
school classmates and college football  teammates. 
     Martelle paints a revealing portrait of a man who starred in a record 16 television series, and 55 films, who most remember Robert Urich  for his 
acting ability on television as Dan Tanna in Vega$ and as Spenser for Hire. Western fans fondly remember his unforgettable role as the 'down on 
his luck ' former Texas Ranger, Jake Spoon in the award winning CBS-TV mini-series, Lonesome Dove, which many critics call, "the best western 
ever made" But, few of Bob's fans know that Bob was an accomplished stage actor, who could belt out a tune with the best of them, and starred on 
Broadway in Chicago-The Musical.  Note:  At the conclusion of Bob's story, there is a complete listing of Urich's television, films and other 
achievements.  

     The author brings to light what is probably Urich's greatest life achievement, his six-year long battle with a rare form of cancer, synovial cell 
sarcoma. The man refused to become a victim and never gave up hope of beating his disease. As spokesperson for the American Cancer Society, 
Bob traveled the country speaking before thousands who were dealing with their own terminal illness. Often, somewhat jokingly referring to his 
speaking engagements as Preaching the Gospel of Survival. Robert Urich served as an inspiration to others urging them  never to 'quit' or give up 
hope of being  cured. Sometimes, he would speak in the evening after receiving a cancer treatment earlier. Bob was tenacious and determined in his 
own fight against cancer while reaching out to help others.  
     Robert Urich loved acting but loved his family more. In the story of his life and career, the author offers a multifaceted description of a man 
who was the consummate professional and perfectionist, who never forgot his Ohio roots. Bob would often say,   "I love going back home. It keeps 
me grounded." Bob Urich actually shied away from the spotlight and the  glitter of Hollywood, preferring to spend time at his home on West Lake 
in Canada. His late wife, Heather describes it this way, " our home on the lake was Bob's safe sanctuary. It was where he could be himself sur-
rounded by family and a few close friends. Whenever I am there, I can feel his presence. I know his spirit is there." Some of Bob's ashes were 
spread over his favorite fishing spot on West lake, while others were interred in the church cemetery, just down the lane and a close walk from the 
Urich cottage.  
     Joe Martelle leaves no stone uncovered in sharing Bob's story. It's all included here. Joe's editor, Annette Loydd puts it this way. "Joe has writ-
ten a masterpiece. I couldn't put the book down. I didn't want it to end. I wanted more. It is the definitive story about him, the be-all, end-all and the 
reader will come out from under the covers knowing everything about Robert Urich... an everyday man, who lived an extraordinary life." 
Robert Urich’s Biography is to be launched in the fall of 2018 from Toronto, Ohio.  Check our website for more information:                          
torontoohioalumni.com 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 8 


